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Overcoming Ethical Conflicts and Dilemmas in Farm Animal Welfare: Investigation of
Correlation between Ethical Awareness Level and Compliance with
Animal Welfare-Related Regulations in Korean Layer Farms
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ABSTRACT Animal welfare was introduced relatively late to Korea in comparison with Western countries. Nonetheless, the
Korean government has continuously improved animal welfare-friendly regulations as policy instruments. Given the current
situation, it is predicted that spontanecous settlement of the animal welfare policies will be difficult and may cause conflict
in the farm animal industry. To identify and categorize conflicts caused by animal-welfare-related policies in the last five years,
we investigated the awareness of animal welfare among Korean hen farms and the level of compliance with the animal welfare
regulations. We collected a sample of 53 egg-laying chicken farm operators (e.g., owners or head managers) was collected
through the on-site survey (90% confidence level (Z-score: 1.65) and 10.18% tolerance, based on a number of 797 egg-laying
farms in 2020). Ethical conflicts on the farms were categorized into three different types according to the hen farm's ethical
awareness level: passive, moderate, and active. Additionally, we investigated the correlation between compliance with
regulations and ethical consideration. This study confirmed that compliance with animal welfare-related regulations
significantly correlated to the level of ethical consideration of farm operators. Interestingly, we also observed that farm
operators did not comply with the regulation despite their high level of awareness of animal welfare. This conflict implies
contradiction and unresolved ethical dilemmas. Therefore, this study argues that the policies cause conflict in the field despite
the certain level of effectiveness on animal welfare regulations.

(Key words: animal welfare, animal ethics, bioethics, policy instrument, farm animal welfare)
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Table 1. Pearson’s correlation coefficient analysis from the animal welfare survey
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Level of
animal
welfare
awareness

Accede on
reinforcing
space
regulation

Bear
losses for
animal
welfare

Commit
to animal
welfare

Comply
with
forced
molting
regulation

Comply
with the
new space
requirement

Comply
with
antibiotics
regulation

Comply
with
video
recording
regulation

Comply
with
management
record book

Comply
with pre-
slaughter
feed
withdrawal

Level of
animal
welfare
awareness

Accede on
reinforcing
space
regulation

Bear
losses for
animal
welfare

Commit
to animal
welfare

Comply
with the
new space
requirement

Comply
with
forced
molting
regulation

Comply
with
antibiotics
regulation

Comply
with
video
recording
regulation

Comply
with
management
record book

Comply
with pre-
slaughter
feed
withdrawal

0.670"

0.514"

—0.138

—0.457"

0.174

—0.014

0.043

—0.030

0.309"

0.507™

—0.300"

-0.291"

0.184

—0.257

0.110

0.108

*

0.281

*

—0.421"

—0.278

0.188

—0.083

—0.050

0.168

0.036

0.000

—0.132

0.202

0.112

—0.068

0.100

—0.226 1

0.218 —0.079

—0.466" 0.158

—0.202 0.077

—0.044 —0.020

—0.202

0.149

—0.065

0.125

0.227

0.047

1

* P-value<0.05, = P-value<0.01.
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Fig. 3. Willingness to accept the cost for animal welfare and
challenges.
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regulations.
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